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It is the business of dispassionate observers to avoid
biased readings of persons and nations and to try to identify
themselves with the foreign point of view.
Cavour had stood at the cradle of Italian unity. His first
great contribution to international politics was the alliance
with the Western Powers, at whose side the kingdom of
Sardinia entered the Crimean War against Russia.
The Italian mentality can easily have derived from the
political legacy of Cavour. . . . Macchiavelli had taught the
Italians that there is nothing more dangerous for a State than
to maintain neutrality in face of a major event.
Sixty years earlier such a major event had been war with
Russia. Cavour placed at the disposal of the Western Powers
an auxiliary corps which suffered Sardinia's baptism of fire
on the Chernaya. . . , Thus IMe Sardinia became the
welcome ally of great countries and plunged into the tide of
world politics. . . . Italy had since then grown strong, but
she was not a world power. The temptation to become one,
after establishing herself on the Red Sea on the coast of Libya,
was now very great. ... It was perhaps Italy's intention
from the very beginning of the World War not to remain
neutral. . . . But Italy was to act as bold spirits sometimes
act at the gambling tables: they walk round the table and
first allow themselves to absorb the spirit of the game . . .
they watch the ball rolling and await, as it were, inspiration
from above. ... If inspiration fails to come they hesitate
and continue to wait, till finally the frenzy of the game
sweeps them away.
I had seen a great deal of Count Monts since the outbreak
of the World War. He used to come to Vienna year after
year. We usually met in the early morning at the Cafe
Imperial. He had remained faithful to Vienna since the time
when he had been a Counsellor of Embassy there. He felt
at home in that city where he had made many friendships. He
also knew Rome from having been First Secretary to the
Prussian Legation at the Vatican, under that famous diplomat
of the Bismarck period, Kurd von Schlozer. He was late*
Ambassador in Rome, from 1903 to 1909, and had not left
the impression of being a friend of Italy. Nor, indeed, was
he. He himself told me that he had advised the Imperial